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produce it by giving rise to innumerable frauds and incon-
verriencies.

The immediate consequence of a heavy duty would be
the ruin of our distillery, which is now a very extensive
and profitable trade, in which great multitudes are em-
ployed, who must instantly, upon the cessation of it, sink
into poverty. Our stills, my lords, not only supply our na-
tives with liquors, which they used formerly to purchase
from foreign countries, and therefore increase, or at least
preserve the wealth of our country; but they likewise fur-
nish large quantities for exportation to Guernsey, Jersey,
and other places- But no sooner will the duty proposed
to be laid upon this liquor take place, than all this trade
will be at an end, and those who now follow it will be re-
duced to support themselves by other employments; and
those countries in which our spiri4s are now drank will be
soon supplied from other nations with liquors at once
cheaper and more pleasant.

It may be proposed, as an expedient for the preservation
of our foreign trade, that the duty shall be repaid upon ex-
portation ; but the event of this provision, my lords, will
be, that great quantities will be sent to sea for the sake of
obtaining a repayment of the duty, which, instead of being
sold to foreigners, will be privately landed again upon our
own coasts.

Thus, my lords, will the duty be collected, and after-
wards repaid; and the government will suifer the odium
of imposing a severe tax, and incur the expense of em-
ploying a great number of officers, without any advantage
to the publick. Spirits will, in many parts of the kingdom,
be very little dearer than at present, and drunkenness and
'debauchery will still prevail.

That these arts, and a thousand others, will be practised
by the people to obtain this infatuating liquor, cannot be
doubted. It cannot be imagined that they will forbear-
frauds, who have had recourse to violence, or that those
will not endeavour to elude the government, who have
already defied it.

Every rigorous law will be either secretly evaded, or